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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and WiW expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1)P Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. .2b)IEI This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fornnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim{s) 1-20 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 
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6) 13 Claim(s) 11-14 is/are rejected. 

7) K Claim(s) 1 is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 
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10)S The drawing(s) filed on 07 January 2002 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1. Claim 1 objected to because of the following informalities: the limitation "calculating a 
skew angle based plurality of distances" should be changed to -calculating a skew angle based 
on the plurality of distances". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

3. Claims 11-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. The claims define subject matters which are mere 
abstract ideas or manipulation of abstract ideas. Specifically, the idea of determining skew 
angle by measuring a plurality of distances between a plurality of printed markers is a mere 
abstract idea which the courts have found to be outside the four statutory categories of 
invention. See MPEP 2105 and 2106 (IV)(A) 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 1-10 and 15-20 are allowed. Note the objection to claim 1. 

5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: As 
to claim 1 and dependent claims thereof, prior art of record do not teach or suggest the claimed 
method of correcting output image squareness in a laser printer system having a pivotally 
mounted ROS device. In the claimed method the skew angle of the printed image is calculated 
based on the measured distances between a plurality of markers of a test pattern and the ROS 
device is rotated by a sufficient amount to correct the skew angle. 
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As to claim 15 and dependent claims thereof, prior art of record do not teach or suggest 
the claimed laser printing system having an automatic adjustment system for correcting a skew 
angle of the pivotally mounted ROS device. In the claimed system the skew angle of the 
printed image is calculated based on a plurality of distances of a test pattern and the ROS 
device is rotated by a sufficient amount to correct the skew angle. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Huan H. Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272-2261. The examiner 
can normally be reached on at work on W-F from 6:30 to 5; T are telework days. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Talbott can be reached on (571) 272-1934. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center {EB£) at 866-217-9197 (toll-freg), 
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